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| believe there is no such thing as perfect truth in our personal knowledge of
reality. The best we can hope for are adaptive working hypotheses. Everyone’s
understanding is always an approximation (Mary E. Clark 2002:51-52)
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There are over four hundred Christian denominations worldwide
(Hale, 2003). Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, and Eastern Orthodoxy are
the three primary groups. The largest of these groups is Roman Catholicism.
These denominations represent a wide range of different beliefs and practices.
Issues such as abortion, women'’s ordination, and homosexuality are widely

debated across denominations, as well as within the various congregations

(Hale, 2003),(Cited in: Johansen Thor, 2010:63).

4Hale, 2003 cited in: Johansen Thor,2010:63.
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(1. By At -Tin and Az-Zaytun. ) (2. By Tur Sinin. ) (3. By this city of security. )
(4. Verily, We created man in the best form. ) (5. Then We reduced him to the
lowest of the low. ) (6. Save those who believe and do righteous deeds. Then
they shall have a reward without end. ) (7. Then what causes you to deny af ter

this the Recompense) (8. Is not Allah the best of judges)(Ibn Kathir).)

(We have 9' created man in the best composition.. .95:4). The word taqwim
literally denotes 'to set a thing aright or lay the foundation straight or even; or
to form something into an appropriate shape in a moderate regulation’. The

verse signifies that man has been endowed with the best natural powers and

qualities which other creatures have not been endowed with Physically too he is
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cast in the best composition - having no parallel in other
creatures(MaarifulQuran\Vol.8..
It is mentioned in a hadith of Bukhari and Muslim:

Gyguo Sle asl Gl all ol
Inna allaha Khalaga Adama Alaa Souratehi
'Allah has created Adam in His image'
It could only mean that man has been characterised by some of the qualities of
Allah, because Allah is beyond any [physical] shape or image[Q~uSubil,.).
595:5: (then We turned him into the lowest of the low. ..95:53.
In the preceding sentence, it was stated that man is created in the best
composition and is the most beautiful being. In the prime of his life, man is
brimming with strength and vigour and all his faculties are functioning at their
best. As opposed to that, this sentence states that when man ages he physically
grows weaker and his health deteriorates all the time. . In short, the phrase 'the
lowest of the low' refers to bodily . ..
95:6). The foregoing interpretation of the preceding verse should not be
misunderstood. The exceptive sentence does not mean that the believers will

not attain to decrepit old age (MaarifulQuran).
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of scholars under supervision of Shaykh SafiurORahman Al
Mubarakpuri. Darussalam’s Publishers & Distributers. Ryad: Hoston,
New York, Lahore 2023.
Ali Suleiman Ali (2018). A Brief introduction to the Quranic Exegesis.
Abridged by Wanda Kraus, Herndon, VA 20172, USA: The
International Institute of Islamic Thought (IlIT)
Ibn Warraq (1995). Why | am not a Muslim? New York: Prometheus
Books.
Mary E. Clark (2002). In Search for Human Nature. London, NY,
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° Earl Babbie1998:35
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" Earl Babbie, 1998:36
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{Thus, the human inquiry aims at answering both “What” and “Why” questions

and we pursue these goals by observing and figuring out} (Earl Babbie

1998:19).
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Perception the process by which the BRAIN receives the flow of information

about the environment from the sense organs and uses this raw material to

help an organism make sense of that environment(David Satt, 2003)
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affirms that scientific research is not essentially distinct from the many other
ways in which we humans typically get to know about ‘life, the universe, and
everything’. In principle, we should be taking a holistic view that covers ‘the
whole picture’. In practice, each discipline may still look at only one particular
aspect of this picture, and report what it sees in its own particular language.
The fact is, quite simply, that the barriers of comprehension between these
languages are so high that a transdisciplinary viewpoint is required to transcend

them (John Ziman 2004:8.)
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14 perception
5 David A. Statt, 2003.
¢ John Ziman, 2004:8.
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Moreover, the very attitude of proper science was perverted by what they

promised; for proper science aims at truth

wherever it lies, rather than at support for a profitable industry (W.V. Quine and

J.S. Ullian, 1978: P. 7).
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Each social scientist’s orientation to their subject is shaped by their ontological and
epistemological position. Most often those positions are implicit rather than explicit, but,
regardless of whether they are acknowledged, they shape the approach to theory and the
methods which the social scientist utilizes (David Marsh and Paul Furlong, 2002:17; Mark
Blyth,2002:37, in: David Marsh and Paul Furlong 2002”Institution and Ideas. Pp.292-310).
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The opening quote from anthropologist Richard Shweder sets the frame for this chapter. His
premise that ultimate reality is always hidden from us and that we can only construct a tissue
of ideas as a working image of truth is one | accept in this book. But it goes against the grain
of an absolutist Western science, some exponents of which firmly believe their methods of
inquiry will ultimately reveal all that exists in the universe. One of the world’s most respected
biologists, Edward O. Wilson, is among them. His recent book Consilience lays out in
elaborate detail his own vision of how science will ultimately explain all aspects of human
nature, pulling all the disciplines into a single, scientifically-based explanation.1 Over fifty
years ago, when training as a scientist, | too held this grand belief as an article of faith. It all

seemed so reasonable, so satisfying. Much hard thinking has led me to be more circumspect .

..(Mary E. Clark, 2002:39).
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Decisions in science, as in life, can be difficult.

There is no simple touchstone for responsible belief (W. V. Quine and J.S. Ullian

1978:8).
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Today we still yearn to know why we are here and where we came from.
Humanity’s deepest desire for knowledge is justification enough for our
continuing quest. And our goal is nothing less than a complete

description of the universe we live in(Hawking Stephen(n.d.):9).
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[2:30] Sahih International

And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels, "Indeed, | will
make upon the earth a successive authority." They said, "Will You place upon it
one who causes corruption therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your
praise and sanctify You?" Allah said, "Indeed, | know that which you do not
know." Khalifah (d44.J5)Supreme chief; Successor; Religious head. Ibn Mas(d and
Ibn ‘Abbas explain this word as one who judges among or rules the creatures

of God by his command. The word Khalifah (42J5)in 2:30

refers also to the children of Adam, i.e., the whole of mankind, the correctness
of their view is corroborated by the Holy Qur’an itself (6:165) ,(Abdul Mannan

Omar, Dictionary of the holy Quran, 2010. Noor Foundation International , Inc.)
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Modernism has cultivated a widespread belief that humans are by nature
greedy, individualistic, and aggressive, and that progress depends on a
competitive process by which the strong displace and destroy the weak.
Conversely, this belief system suggests that cooperation is not in our nature
and if it were, it would be a barrier to progress. Fortunately, we don’t have to
look very hard to realize that compassion, cooperation, even love, are the
foundation of most human relationships and indeed, are an essential
underpinning of civilization. It seems self-evident, therefore, that these

capacities are at least as inherent in our nature as is our well-demonstrated

capacity for greed, violence, and destruction. It is a matter of which capacities

®Mary E. Clark

20 David C. Korten
2" Modernism
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we choose to nurture in ourselves, our children, and the larger society. David C.

Korten (2001: 51, Cited in Mary E. Clark 2002: xix)
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Human beings are animals with a distinctive range of abilities.

Though they have a mind, they are not identical with the mind they have.
Though they have a body, they are not identical with the body they have. Nor is
a human being a conjunction of a mind and a body that causally interact with
each other. Like other animals, human beings have a brain on the normal
functioning of which their powers depend.

But a human person is not a brain enclosed in a skull. A mature human being is
a self-conscious agent, with the ability to act, and to react in thought, feeling

and deed, for reasons(P.M.S. Hacker 2007:1).
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